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UM DRAWS CONSERVATION BIOLOGISTS FROM
AROUND THE W ORLD TO ANNUAL M EETING
MISSOULA M ONT. The Society for Conservation Biology will hold its 14th annual meeting at The
University ot Montana June 9-12. More than 1,000 scientists and students are expected to
attend the conference, titled “Large-Scale Conservation: Genes, Landscapes and People.”
The idea behind this year’s theme is “to search for conservation solutions at different
scales, from the backyard to the continental,” said Daniel Pletscher, director of UM ’s Wildlife
Biology Program. Pletscher and Biology Professor Fred Allendorf are the meeting’s co-chairs.
According to the organizers, effective conservation practices must integrate disparate
pieces of information -- from DNA microsatellites to global satellite imagery, from theoretical
models to field data, from hectares to continents, from generations to millennia, and from
ecological to human communities. How these pieces fit together will be addressed in plenary
sessions, symposia,-workshops, discussion groups and poster presentations.
In addition, six recipients will be honored at a banquet and ceremony Monday evening
with awards for distinguished service to the field of conservation biology. Prizes also will be
given for the best student presentations.
The conference is international in scope, Pletscher said, with invited speakers coming
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from six continents. Gov. Marc Racicot and University of Montana President George Dennison
will open the meeting on Saturday morning, followed by plenary speakers Daniel Simberloff, a
professor at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and seminal author in the field of
conservation biology; Michael Soule, a founder of the Society for Conservation Biology and
now with The Wildlands Project; Jamie Rappaport Clark, director of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service; and Jack Ward Thomas, Boone and Crockett professor of wildlife
conservation at UM and retired chief of the U.S. Forest Service.
Invited papers will be presented in eight symposia, including “Conservation Medicine:
the Ecological Context of Health,” “Evolutionary Ecology of Pacific Salmon” and “The Role
of Top Predators in Ecological Communities.”
Some events, such as the plenary lectures and screening of films from the recent
International Wildlife Film Festival on Saturday and Sunday evenings, may be open to the
public if space is available.
“W e’re very excited the meeting is being held here in M ontana,” Pletscher said.
“Throughout the country, Montana is seen as the last, best place because much of it is still in
relatively pristine condition and contains a nearly complete complement of native plants and
animals. The Society for Conservation Biology conference will put a spotlight on what we do
so well here in the state and at The University of Montana in particular.”
For more information about the Society for Conservation Biology meeting or to
register, visit the Web site at http://www.umt.edu/scb2000.

m
E ditor’s note: Plenary speakers and their lecture titles are:
•

Daniel Simberloff “Is Population and Community Biology Useful in an Era of Global
Change?”
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•
•
•

Michael Soule, “Nature’s End: Is Conservation Biology Part of the Problem or Part
the Solution?”
Jamie Rappaport Clark, “The Ecosystem Approach in Practice.”
Jack Ward Thomas, “Society at a Crossroads: Being a Grown-Up is Tough Duty.”
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